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Development of in-vitro models                                    Taneka Jones, PhD  
to characterize diverse uterine pathologies 

           Identification of Extracellular Matrix (ECM) 
             Biomarkers  for Improving Uterine Fibroid Racial Disparities

▪ Problem

➢ Fibroids are extracellular matrix uterine tumors affecting                       
> 70% of reproductive-age women.

▪ Significance

➢ In biological females < 35 years of age, fibroid incidence has 
been reported as 40-60% and increases to 70-80% in women 
over 50.

➢ Biological females of African ancestry are disproportionately 
impacted.

▪ Future Direction 

➢ Measurement of patient-specific molecular response to 
stressors.
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