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Abstract

This brief note presents a personal recollection of the early history of EUROpt, the Continuous
Optimization Working Group of EURO. This historical note details the events that happened
before the formation of EUROpt Working Group and the first five years of its existence. During
the early years EUROpt Working Group established a conference series, organized thematic
EURO Mini conferences, launched the EUROpt Fellow program, developed an effective rotating
management structure, and grown to a large, matured, very active and high impact EURO
Working Group.
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1. Introduction

Two insightful documents [2, 9] were written in the past years about the history of the
EUROpt Working Group (WG). They review the later developments, phases of growth of
EUROpt WG, however they are not detailing its creation and its early history. With this
note we intend to fill this gap.

To create a lasting organization needs imagination, dedication, and support of key people.
Thus, the most critical part of the history of EUROpt WG is its pre-history, when the seeds
were planted, and its possible creation was entertained. We discuss who were the initiators of
forming a EURO WG for continuous optimization researchers; we highlight key milestones and
answer fundamental questions: When did the story of the EUROpt WG started? Who were the
key players in our community? Who made influential contributions in creating, forming, and
developing the EUROpt WG?

After answering these questions, we turn to discuss in more details the pre-history and the
first 5 years of the EUROpt WG. The historical documents [2, 9] and the paper [8] by Cafieri,
Tchemisova and Weber present a summary of the activities in the last twenty years which further
document how has EUROpt WG grown to a leading force of our research community.

2. Pre-history of the EUROpt WG

The site EURO XVII Conference, Budapest, Hungary, was announced at the EURO XVI
conference in Brussels and in subsequent EURO Bulletins vol.7(3-4) 1998 and vo.8(3) 1999 [6].
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The organization of EURO XVII started immediately. The president of the Program Committee
was the former president of EURO, and later the inaugural Laureate of the EURO Distinguished
Service Award, Jakob Krarup, while the president of the Organizing Committee was András
Prékopa later recipient of the EURO Gold Medal.

In April 1996, Jakob Krarup visited Tibor Illés at Eastern Mediterranean University, Fama-
gusta, Cyprus. As former President of EURO, Jakob was always open to talk about the structure
and functionality of EURO. His favourite instruments were at that time the EURO Working
Groups (EWG) and Summer Institutes (ESI).

Photo by T. Illés: Jakob Krarup and Péter Kas at the edge of Cyprus, April 1996.

Jakob knew that Tibor is moving from Cyprus to Delft as a visiting researcher, to join
the group of Kees Roos and Tamás Terlaky. Jakob’s advice was to work on the foundation
of a new EURO WG in linear and nonlinear programming, to complement the EURO WG on
Combinatorial Optimization. Despite the crucial and fundamental importance of linear and
nonlinear optimization for OR, no WG on continuous optimization was formed before. Jakob
continued the WG discussion with Tamás in 1998 in Brussels at the EURO XVI Conference.
Jakob provided encouragement, gave thoughtful advice, and remained engaged till the formation
of EUROpt WG in 2000. In 1999 Tamás moved to Canada but continued to work on the WG
project.

The Hungarian Operations Research Society (HORS) hosted the EURO XVII Conference in
Budapest, from July 16-19, 2000. This anchor event provided the perfect platform to build on,
to capitalize on the possibility to attract a large group of continuous optimization colleagues for
a momentous satellite event.

Tibor Illés and Tamás Terlaky decided to organize a satellite event, The 2nd Workshop
on Interior Point Methods, just before the EURO XVII Conference, and submitted a proposal
(March 2000) to Jakob Krarup, the PC Chair, of the EURO XVII Conference: “We (T. Illés
and T. Terlaky) would like to initiate a EURO Working Group on Linear and Nonlinear Opti-
mization. For this reason, we would like to organize a workshop (The 2nd Workshop on Interior
Point Methods, The 1st Workshop on Interior Point Method was held in Budapest, January 5,
1992) before EURO 2000 (Friday and Saturday) and during that Workshop to have the kick-off
meeting of the EURO Working Group on Linear and Nonlinear Optimization. The topic of the
2nd Workshop on Interior Point Methods will be Cone-linear Optimization.”
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Jakob replied enthusiastically and gave further valuable advice how to launch and form the
WG. Subsequently we contacted several colleagues from Europe, Canada, and the USA. Quickly
it became clear that there is a strong support among the continuous optimization community to
organize a new EURO WG on Continuous Optimization. The first official announcement on the
planned creation of a WG on Continuous Optimization, later called EUROpt WG, was prepared
and signed by Tamás Terlaky (as acting coordinator) and Tibor Illés as an initiator, on April 19,
2000, just after the official approval of our proposal from the EURO XVII Conference PC Chair
had been received. Illés and Terlaky circulated the letter using their own research networks.
Since neither of them were living in Hungary at that time, they contacted Tamás Rapcsák, a
member of the EURO XVII OC, to help them in organizing a workshop before the EURO XVII
Conference with the aim to launch a new WG on continuous optimization. Rapcsák was very
helpful and with his colleague Éva Nóra Nagy helped in Budapest with the local arrangements
of The 2nd Workshop on Interior Point Methods.

On July 14, 2000, more than 30 participants, including the most prominent leaders of the
“Interior Point Revolution”, gathered at the Budapest University of Economics (Hungarian
abbreviation was BKE) to participate at the workshop and to become founding members of the
WG on Continuous Optimization. Most of them carried a printed version of the letter signed by
T. Illés and T. Terlaky. A lively discussion started about launching and naming the new WG.
The first document contained a very simple suggestive name:

Continuous Optimization Working Group (COWG).

After joining the participants, Jakob Krarup promptly started to joke with T. Illés: “What
if a minor typo in the abbreviation would give COW G.” We were just couple of years after
that sheep Dolly, the first cloned mammal, became a star. Jakob said that someone could think
that COW G is a name of a project for cloning cows and added: “We are not in the business of
cows! It is forbidden to use that abbreviation.” Since Jakob knows some Hungarian, immediately
told in perfect Hungarian to Illés, Terlaky and Rapcsák: “Szigorúan tilos!” (In English: Strictly
forbidden.) That was, how the search for a good abbreviation, a good name for the continuous
optimization WG started. The same day the founding members agreed that EUROpt should be
the trademark name of the new EURO WG on Continuous Optimization. The objectives of the
newly founded WG were summarized in the original report from 2000 as follows

In the agreed official name, the O should be printed italic,
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reminding us that there is letter O in both of EURO and optimization.

The organizational structure, and duties of the leaders of the EUROpt WG were defined too:

On July 15, 2000, the workshop has continued under the umbrella of the one-day old EUROpt
WG. Most of us felt that, by founding the EUROpt WG, we did something particularly valuable
for the continuous optimization community, and for EURO in general.

Participants of the IPM workshop on July 15, 2000, at the Turul statue, Tata, Hungary.

At the workshop we had four internationally highly regarded featured speakers Prof. H.
Wolkowicz (Waterloo, Canada), Prof. M. Kojima (Tokyo, Japan), Prof. F. Potra (Maryland,
USA), Prof. Y. Ye (Iowa, USA) at the 2nd Workshop on Interior Point Methods. These
colleagues reported their results at the EURO XVII Conference as well.

We think that this is the best place to tell an unforgettable story from the first day of the
workshop. A very kind person in a classical black suit, white shirt with a tie and a very heavy
knapsack has entered the room of the workshop around 8 am and kindly introduced himself.
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